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Journalists’ Guidelines for Dealing with the Police

Folice and Media both have legifimate professional objeciives and functions which shouid be re-
spected, understood and appreciated by both parties in order to achieve a successful and mubually
Deneficial working relabonship.

1.

et

Journatsts in offical contact with pofice should camy professiona’ identification wivle performing
their duties. Lsually, a press |0 cand mcheding the name and photo of the joumatst and e name,
address, logo and stamp of the media outiel are sufficient.

. Journatsts should follow procedurss estatshed by the police if and when accessing legitimately

restricied areas.

. Journatsts may be required to seek approval from palice or ather authariies for aocess o specis

sites [2.0. cime scenes or securty mstallations), and may be subjact 1o specific restrictions on
behawior a1 these sites (2.0, no photios). To the fulest exient possible, terms of access shoud be
determingd in advance.

. Journa®sts should adhere to the Codes of Canducts in force in Kosowo in the conduct of ther

work.

1. Journzatsts should take the wmost cane to report tuthfully and avoid publishing maccurate, mis-

leading or distorted materal. Joumalists should 350 avoid intentonally or knowingly pubishing
material that might jeopardize legiimate poice actions andior investigations.

. Journatsts have an obfgation to protect confidendial sources of information if subject to police

questioning. Jounalists, ke all residents of Kosovo, have a night to engans a |awyer if they ars
under palice intemogation.

. Journatsts have specific respensibiliies in revealing the identity of cime weliims. The idenfities

of children under e age of 18, whedher as viclim or alleged perpeirator of a crime, should be
protected unfll the police release the names. Viclims of hate crimes, and especiaty wolims of
domestic violence or rape, should not be identified withouwt the vicim's permission. The identity
of deceased crime wiclims should only be released after the immedizte family has been mformed
and after formal dentfication has taken place.

. Journaists who are ondered o hand over material obtainad through legitmate journalistic actvity

may demand documenied autharization fram police.

If court order or wamant authorizes i, police may temporanty confiscate material, which might
semve 33 evidence m criminal proceedings. These materals must be fumed over to the Court
fior safiekeeping or for safiekeeping Dy ofher means established by the Court, In any case, such
material should not be used for reporiing purposes uni lega! apmion s ohizined.
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pected, understood and appreciated by both parties in order to achieve & successful and mutualty
enefica working refationship.

. Police should deal with journzlists knowing ther rights, including: The ight of Feedom of expres-
sion and the right fo freadom of movement, including the rght to travel unhindzrad whils fulfitng
their professional duties. Joumalists cannat be amrasted or defained wihaout legal reason.

_ Police cannot requrs journalists fo registarwith the police im conducting their work unless special
access (2.0, to 3 cime sceng) is needad. Journatsts should not enter legitmately restrictad
areas that are cleany mamed or posted by the designated authoriies.

| Polics cannot mterfere with or penalize joumnzlists for pursuing ther legitmate professional ac-
fivilies i those activiies are conducted in accordance with [aws applicable in Kosovo,

. Police cannot confiscate professional equipment or materials from journalists uniess a court
order or waman? authorizes it Materials which ane 10 be confiscated under the Criminal Code
or which might serve as evidence in criming proceedings may be temporarily confiscaled and
fumed ower 1o the Court for safe keeping.

. Police may only request joumalistic identification when journg sts seek intenvizws, information
o aocess to places or events that are open 10 joumalists but closed to the general public. Pro-
fessional identification including joumalists’ name and photo, and the name, address, logo and
official stamp from 2 media outlet are sufficient o esiablish professional credentials.

. Police identdication should be made availadie to any resident of Kosovo requesting it. All local
police and persons provisionally authorized fo exercise poficing powers should camy ideniifica-
fion issued by their police apency.

. Police cannot compel joumalisis o rewea! their confidential sowurces of mformation.

. Police should take particufar care to mvestigate all acis, actual or threatened, of violence, in-
fimidation or harassment directed anainst media personne! or mvolving destruction of meda
property.



